
Septesber 12, V978 

/ 
Hr. Robert. Olcerst 
Industrial Toxicologist 
IBM 
Dept. 348 Bldg. 224 
P.O. Box 390 
Poughkeepsie, flew York 

Dear Mr. Olcerst: 
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Tins will, respond to your letter to Richard Dewling dated July 28., 
1978 concerning the development of an emergency plan of action 
for the handling of PCB containing materials. 

Before addressing an emergency plan of action for spills mi leaks, i . 
would suggest that, thorough consideration be given to spill prevention 
and counterrneasure planning. Careful attention should be given to 
measures to prevent vandalism, as well as periodic testing and 
maintenance to anticipate and prevent hose or other equipment failure. 
Provision of an iropermrable floor surrounded by an impermeable liquid 
containment wall can limit the area contaminated, and prevent flow into 
drains or directly into waterways. Attached, is a copy of our oil 
pollution prevention regulations which, beginning with paragraph 112.7, 
shguld be of assistance. Also attached is a copy of the American Petroleum 

titute's Bulletin D16 for preparing a spill prevention, control and 
ountertseasure plan. 

With regard to an emergency plan of action, spill response teams and 
team leaders should be designated, with set comstunication, activation 
and response routines defined. 

PCB's can be absorbed through the skin, so that oil resistant gloves, 
shoes, and outerware would be warranted, if in-houte cleanup is 
anticipated. 
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Empty, sealable drums could be made readily available for temporary 
storage of contaminated material. Oil absorbent pads and an industrial 
liquid/solid vacuum cleaner could be utilized, although caution should 
be taken that the vacuum cleaner air exhaust would not emit PCB contaminated 
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Wuhard Devlin, 

H A9u»cy Hogicm ?#•««£, Kim 

Dear sir; 
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{»«ve on our 
Sincerely, 

Robert Oicerst " • . 
industrial Toxicoiogist 

Dept 348 Bld9 224 . 
^•°- Rox 390 
"oughkuepsie, Sok york 126o2 
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